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August 12, 2022 

 

Massachusetts Energy Efficiency Advisory Council 

Commissioner Patrick Woodcock, Chair 

Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020 

Boston, MA 02114 

 

Re: Draft Massachusetts Strategic Renters Plan, June 30, 2022 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Strategic Renters Plan. The FRCOG is 

pleased to see new strategies to target renters and landlords to increase their engagement and enrollment 

in Mass Save programs and offerings. We are encouraged by your efforts to develop new community 

partnerships across the state, and hope that you will be able to reach rural communities through those 

connections.  

 

We are also encouraged by the Plan’s strategy to target Environmental Justice (EJ) communities. In our 

work funded by the DOER’s AARC grant and the EEA’s Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 

Program, we have similarly found that many renters and landlords in EJ communities are unaware of the 

energy savings opportunities available to them through Mass Save. However, rural EJ communities, 

especially those in western Massachusetts, are excluded from the list of Environmental Justice 

communities identified by the Program Administrators of Mass Save and the DOER as a part of the 

2022-2024 Energy Efficiency Plan.1 They are therefore not a part of the updated outreach plan. For the 

purposes of the Renters Plan, attempts to target EJ communities should be more comprehensive in order 

to bring regional equity to this outreach effort.  

 

For example, the community of Montague is excluded from the EJ list, yet 47% of residents live within 

an EJ block group and their combined consumption-weighted participation rate is only 28%.2,3  

Similarities were found for other Franklin County communities. Additionally, we have an aging 

population, who would likely not benefit from other outreach efforts such as first-time homebuyer 

courses or webinars covering energy efficiency.  

 

Increased participation in the Mass Save program is essential for Massachusetts to meet its emission 

reduction goals. The FRCOG looks forward to seeing regional equity in updated outreach strategies for 

EJ communities.  

 

Thank you, 

 

  

 

Allison Gage, Senior Land Use & Natural Resources Planner 

                                                 
1 https://ma-eeac.org/wp-content/uploads/Exhibit-1-Three-Year-Plan-2022-2024-11-1-21-w-App-1.pdf 
2 https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-cities-towns-with-environmental-justice-populations/download 
3 https://ma-eeac.org/wp-content/uploads/MA19X06-B-RESNONPART_Report_FINAL_v20200228.pdf 
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